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THE ACU: A GLOBAL NETWORK OF 500 
UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE COMMONWEALTH

500+ member universities; 66% in low and middle income 
countries; including most of the world's small states

Est. 1913

60+ years’

expertise managing major 
government scholarship schemes

£700k Annual awards in 

grants and scholarships



• SHAPING POLICY: To champion the 
power of higher education to improve 
lives

• STRENGHTENING CAPACITY: To 
support the long-term vitality of 
universities

• CONVENING THE SECTOR: To engage 
and connect universities across borders, 
and promote collaboration among them

• SEEDING CHANGE: To deliver 
educational opportunities that make a 
positive and lasting difference

• BEING A WORLD-CLASS 
ORGANISATION

OUR STRATEGIC 
PRIORITIES



• Vibrant voluntary network of 56 developing and developed countries across 6 continents with a combined population of 
2.4 billion, of which more than 60% is aged 29 or under;

• Uniquely diverse: Commonwealth member nations are among the world's largest and smallest

• 24 members are Small Island Developing States

• One of the few international networks not based on geography, defence, or economic status

• A common language and systems offer a natural advantage

• ACU only representative voice for higher education- Engage Commonwealth Governments, influence and shape policy
with and for our members

• Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting- taking place in Samoa 2024

A COMMONWEALTH OF OPPORTUNITY



Partnerships and programmes
Secure support and investment from strategic 

partners, governments and funders to 
deliver capacity strengthening programmes and 

mobility opportunities

Capacity through collaboration
Through networks and communities, leverage 

strengths of global network to support on 
strategic priority areas and share expertise 
and resource. ACU measures benchmarking 

tool for members

Policy representation, profile and platform
Use accredited status to champion higher 

education and offer platform for ACU members
within global policy forums and profile through 

media

HOW WE WORK WITH 
MEMBER UNIVERSITIES  



SPOTLIGHT ON INDIA

➢ 159 members (incl. 5 Founding members) 

➢ 2 Council members 

• Professor Shalini Bharat, Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences 

• Professor Sandeep Sancheti, Marwadi University 

➢ 3 Regional Committee members  

• Professor C Raj Kumar, OP Jindal Global University 

• Professor Balvinder Shukla, Amity University 

• Lt Gen Dr MD Venkatesh, Manipal Academy of HE 



PARTNERS PROGRAMMES



We award GBP 700k in grants and scholarships 
annually to university staff and students to 
promote international mobility and 
collaboration between members.

• ACU Fellowships (academic and professional 
staff)

• Early Career Grants (researcher training, 
conferences)

• Summer School (student grants)

• Virtual Mobility Project Grants

ACU GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS



A series of events bringing universities together from India, and across 

the Commonwealth, to discuss issues critical to higher education in the 

country. The Roundtables will focus on the themes of student 

exchange and mobility, sustainable & equitable partnerships, and 

digitalisation & the future of work. 



ACU SUMMER SCHOOLS

A forum for students from across the Commonwealth to discuss 
multidisciplinary issues of global importance to create a better 
future

ACU Summer School 2023

• Host: Stellenbosch University

• Theme: Truth and reconciliation -
from apartheid to transitional justice

• 40 students from South Africa and 
the Commonwealth learning 
together



• 5 countries

COMMONWEALTH VIRTUAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMME 
Addressing global challenges through intercultural collaboration

10 participating universities

A mobility programme for 
members that builds on 
member expertise and ACU’s 
track record in delivering in-
person and virtual summer 
schools.

• Employability and 
leadership skills 

• Global challenges linked 
to SDGs

• Underrepresented groups 
- strong WP angle

50 UG students 8 weeks of learning 



A survey of 95 universities in 29 countries, ACU Measures enables universities to benchmark and 
contextualise their own research activities, learn and share best practice from their peers in an 
anonymous and non-competitive way.

Designed in consultation with members the survey provides rare insight into different types of 
research activities and support structures that exist across the ACU’s membership and provides 
unique insight into the higher education research landscape, on themes such as:

• gender equity

• research funding

• research support mechanisms

• institutional research strategies, and more

ACU MEASURES



ACU MEASURES – IN THE MEDIA

Combined reach: 280,000



MEASURES: SUPPORTING NETWORKS
1 a survey which is co-created by each network to identify the current issues and landscape relevant to each

2 a dynamic and practical tool which allows members to see how they benchmark against their peers

3 a data-set which will allow us to tell the story of the Commonwealth HE sector to a range of audiences

The findings shared with the Steering Committee’s and Regional Committee’s are just the beginning of a 
conversation between the ACU and its members

What is causing these disparities?
What can Members do to help themselves
What can the ACU do to help its Members

The answers to these questions are to be addressed by the ACU and our Members in conjunction with each other

Less frequent surveying will allow us to deliver quality outputs and effectively 
monitor and identify positive changes over time 



GET INVOLVED

• Participate in ACU policy networks

• Join ACU events to network with members

• Use the ACU network to create new partnerships 
and access knowledge and benchmarking data

• Join communities of practice for research staff 
and administrative staff

• Attend and host ACU Summer School

• Represent the ACU at global policy forums, 
including CHOGM Samoa 2024



VISIT: www.acu.ac.uk

EMAIL: membership@acu.ac.uk/india@acu.ac.uk

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @The_ACU

READ OUR STRATEGY DOCUMENT: 

www.acu.ac.uk/about-us/acu-strategy-the-road-to-2030
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